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American    Missionary   association 

Lincoln  Memorial  Sunday 

1907 

"  The  Achilles  among  Statesmen." — Tolstoi, 


LINCOLN,  THE  BURDEN-BEARER  AND    EMANCIPATOR. 


"What  an  encouragement  his  life  work  has  been  to  all  his  successors  in  the 
Presidential  office.  If  any  of  them  at  any  time  has  felt  that  his  burden  has  been 
heavy  he  has  had  but  to  reflect  on  the  greater  burdens  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
to  make  his  own  seem  light." — President  Wm.  McKinley,  1898. 


"  He  had  a  genius  for  conscience." — T.  T.  Munger,  D.  D. 


The  Lord's  Prayer. 


Hymn 


AMERICA. 

►S.  F.  Smith  and  Henry  Van  Dyke. 


My  country  !  'tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  land  of  liberty, 

Of  thee  I  sing  ; 
Land  where  my  fathers  died, 
Land  of  the  pilgrim's  pride, 
From  every  mountain  side 

Let  freedom  ring ! 


I  love  thy  silvery  strands, 
Thy  Golden  Gate  that  stands 

Afront  the  West ; 
Thy  sweet  and  crystal  air, 
Thy  sunlight  everywhere, 
O  land  beyond  compare, 

I  love  thee  best. 


My  native  country  thee, 
Land  of  the  noble  free, 

Thy  name  I  love  ; 
I  love  thy  rocks  and  rills, 
Thy  woods  and  templed  hills, 
My  heart  with  rapture  thrills, 

Like  that  above. 


Let  music  swell  the  breeze, 
And  ring  from  all  the  trees 

Sweet  freedom's  song : 
Let  mortal  tongues  awake, 
Let  all  that  breathe  partake, 
Let  rocks  their  silence  break, 

Thy  sound  prolong. 


I  love  thy  inland  seas, 
Thy  capes  and  giant  trees, 

Thy  rolling  plains, 
Thy  canyons  wild  and  deep, 
Thy  prairies'  boundless  sweep, 
Thy  rocky  mountains  steep, 

Thy  fertile  mains. 


Our  fathers'  God,  to  Thee 
Author  of  liberty, 

To  Thee  we  sing : 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright 
With  freedom's  holy  light; 
Protect  us  by  Thy  might, 

Great  God,  our  King. 


"  The  man  most  distinctly  and  i?i  the  best  and  truest  sense  a?i  American." 

Phillips  Brooks. 


Prayer. 

Scripture  Reading. 

Creed  {recited  in  tiniso?it  all  standing)  : 

We  believe  that  according  to  Christ's  law,  men  of  the  Christian  faith 
exist  for  the  service  of  man,  not  only  in  holding  forth  the  Word  of  life,  but 
in  the  support  of  works  and  institutions  of  pity  and  charity,  in  the  main- 
tenance of  human  freedom,  and  the  deliverance  of  all  those  that  are 
oppressed,  in   the    enforcement   of  civic   justice,  and   the   rebuke  of  all 

unrighteousness. 

(From  Tri-  Union  Council  Creed,  Dayton,  Ohio. ) 

We  will  encourage  those  organizations  which  seek  to  secure  God's 
justice  for  the  overworked  and  underpaid;  and  will  endeavor,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  reduce  the  inevitable  inequalities  of  condition  resulting  from 
differences  of  talent,  training,  heredity,  wealth  and  opportunity. 

We  will  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  State  and  'Nation  as  agencies  of 
God's  impartial  beneficence ;  and  count  His  enemy  and  ours  whosoever 
seeks  to  use  political  power  for  personal  or  corporate  ends. 

(From  Christian  Platform,  Pres.  W.  D.  Hyde. ) 


"  The  world  claims  him  as  a  benefactor  of  manki?id,  and  his  ?ioble  deeds 
as  the  achievemerit  of  the  human  race." — Wu  Ting  Fang  (ex-Minister  from 
China  to  the  U.  S.). 


Hymn 


CIVIC  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Tune— Creation. 


O  God,  Thou  Potentate  of  all, 
Upon  Thy  fiat  we  would  call, 
And  pray  that  as  the  die  is  cast 
Thy  grace  may  guide  us  to  the  last ! 
Grant  us  a  race  of  stalwart  men 
To  lead  in  public  life  again  ;  — 
Prophetic,  noble,  grand  in  dower, — 
Such  Lord,  exalt  to  thrones  of  power! 

Put  far  from  each  the  selfish  aim, 
The  lure  of  spoils,  the  zest  of  fame  ; 
With  single  heart  and  honest  hand 
May  they  bear  rule  throughout  the  land. 


Anna  Robertson  Brow?i  Lindsay, 

The  shews  of  state,  the  sport  of  kings 
May  they  account  but  paltry  things, 
And  dedicate  their  years  and  days 
To  Thy  vast  sovereignty  and  praise. 

In  all  their  councils  and  their  laws, 
Unmoved  by  scorn  or  vain  applause, 
May  they  seek  daily  to  fulfil 
The  purpose  of  Thy  perfect  will. 
And  thus,  as -changing  cycles  run, 
And  eras  pass  from  sun  to  sun, 
May  righteousness  gird  all  our  frame, 
And  generations  bless  Thy  name  ! 


LIFE  FOR  SERVICE  NOT  SERVITUDE. 

How  did  Jesus  define  His  purpose  in  life  ? 

"The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor ;  He  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted, to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of 
sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised." 

Who  anointed  Lincoln? 

God,  through  the  will  of  Lincoln's  fellow-citizens,  expressed  in  two 
presidential  elections,  i860  and  1864. 


How  did  Lincoln  preach  the  Gospel  ? 

By  a  life  of  self-sacrifice,  and  by  words  respecting  liberty,  fraternity, 
equality,  which  inspire  men  of  all  lands  who  to-day  are  struggling 
up  from  bondage  and  caste  toward  freedom  and  fraternity. 

Did  he  heal  the  broken  hearted? 

By  emancipating  a  race,  he  stopped,  in  part,  its  grief.  By  innumerable 
conversations  and  with  many  letters  he  comforted  widows,  orphans 
and  other  kindred  of  deserters  and  men  guilty  of  crime  and  negli- 
gence. His  portraits  are  the  sun's  or  artist's  records  of  lineaments 
homely  in  themselves,  but  transfigured  and  ennobled  by  a  soul  that 
was  made  great  through  burden-bearing  and  sorrow- relieving. 

Did  he  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives? 

He  preached  it ;  but,  better  still,  he  practised  it,  waiting  until  "  due 
time"  had  come,  until  his  countrymen  had  been  educated  by  sorrow 
and  woe  to  see  its  need,  and  then  he  set  free  four  million  slaves,  and 
contributed  to  extinction  of  slavery  wherever  it  existed,  at  home  or 
abroad. 

The  Way  of  the  Republic's  Founders. 

Did  Lincoln  discover  new  truth,  or  only  apply  old  truth  ? 

His  convictions  rested  back  and  down  on  Jesus'  teaching  as  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Man,  and  on  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
libeity  set  forth  by  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  and  the  founders  of  the 
Republic. 

What  truths  about  humanity  did  they  and  he  hold  to  be  self-evident  ? 

"  That  all     men  are    created    equal ;     that   they  are    endowed    by    their 
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Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  to  secure  these  rights, 
governments  are  instituted  among  men." 

What  had  he,  as  President,  taken  oath  to  do,  under  the  Constitution  ?        , 

"To  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  posterity." 

What  was  his  supreme  desire  for  his  country? 

That  the  Nation  should,  under  God,  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and 
that  "government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people 
should  not  perish  from  the  earth." 

Are  there  issues  before  our  nation  to  day  which  must  be  tested  by 
these  principles  on  which  Lincoln  relied  ? 

In  very  truth  there  are.  Liberty  and  democracy  clamor  loudly  for  at- 
tainment. Mammonism  in  new  forms,  servitude  to  things,  call  for 
abolition  of  a  form  of  slavery  that  affects  white  and  black  man, 
Northerner  and  Southerner,  alike. 

Are  the  principles  of  liberty,  equality  of  opportunity,  and  Christian 
fraternity  between  man  and  man  and  race  and  race  in  which  Lincoln 
believed,  at  stake  anew  in  this  country  to-day  ? 

Verily,  they  are  The  Negro  has  not  in  fact  all  that  in  theory  Lincoln 
and  Grant  won  for  him.  Chinese  and  Japanese,  representing  Asia 
as  the  Negro  did  Africa,  clamor  for  admission  as  residents  and  citi- 
zens, and  face  race  discrimination.  Our  larger  centers  of  population 
are  crowded  with  new  race  stocks  from  Europe,  who  meet  with  indi- 
rect if  not  open  and  direct  discrimination. 
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Who,  then,  will  champion  education  for  the  ignorant,  who  will  equal- 
ize, so  far  as  may  be,  the  social  opportunities  of  the  newcomers,  who 
will  give  an  ethical  code  for  men  and  races  to  follow  ? 

The  Church,  the  school  and  college,  and  the  newspaper — all  may  aid ; 
but  there  are  special  agencies,  long  established,  with  rich  fruits  of 
experience,  which  can  do  much  to  serve  society.  Of  these  the 
American  Missionary  Association  is  at  the  front,  with  its  schools 
and  churches  among  Negroes,  Indians,  Chinese  and  Japanese,  Porto 
Ricans,  and  native  Americans  in  the  home  land. 

What  is  its  mission  ? 

To  plant  schools  and  churches  and  maintain  refined,  sensible,  self-sac- 
rificing, humanity-loving  teachers  and  missionaries  in  the  South,  in 
Alaska,  in  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii  and  wherever  on  American  territory 
there  is  a  problem  of  Christianizing  the  new  race  stocks. 

Offering. 


Hymn, 


AMERICA,  THE  BEAUTIFUL.—  Katherine  Lee  Bates. 


Tune— All  Saints  New.— C.  M.  D. 


O  beautitul  for  spacious  skies, 

For  amber  waves  of  grain, 
For  purple  mountain  majesties 

Above  the  fruited  plain  ! 
America  !     America ! 

God  shed  His  grace  on  thee, 
And  crown  thy  good  with  brotherhood 

From  sea  to  shining  sea  ! 

O  beautiful  for  pilgrim  feet, 

Whose  stern,  impassioned  stress 
A  thoroughfare  for  freedom  beat 

Across  the  wilderness ! 
America  !     America  ! 

God  mend  thine  every  flaw, 
Confirm  thy  soul  in  self-control, 

Thy  liberty  in  law  ! 


O  beautiful  for  glory-tale 

Of  liberating  strife, 
When  valiantly,  for  man's  avail, 

Men  lavished  precious  life ! 
America  !     America  ! 

May  God  thy  gold  refine 
Till  all  success  be  nobleness, 

And  every  gain  divine ! 

O  beautiful  for  patriot  dream         * 

That  sees  beyond  the  years 
Thine  alabaster  cities  gleam 

Undimmed  by  human  tears ! 
America  !     America ! 

God  shed  His  grace  on  thee, 
And  crown  thy  good  with  brotherhood 

From  sea  to  shining  sea. 


Benediction. 


Hmerican  fflMsskmarp  association, 

287  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York. 

615  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

153  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago. 
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